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AND 


RECOMMENDED 


FROM 


| Scripture, Antiquity, and Reaſon. 


IN A 


SERMON 


PREACHED 


In the Cathedrall Church of St. Marzxyr in 


SAKumM, at a ſolemn Confirmation there Ad- 


' Miniſtred , by the Right Reverend Father in God 
Hunyn Rey Lord Bihop of SAR Us. 


By Joun PRIAULX D. D. one of the Cavons 
Reſb bdentiary of that Church. 
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To the Right Reverend Father in God, 


HUMPHREY 


By Divine Providence Lord Biſhop of 
S 6. KK Hwa 


Right Reverend Father in God, 

| N obedience to your —_ injunttions, this plain 
F\ Sermon 1s ſurrendred to the Preſſe, which not lon 
WJ ſince was preſented in the Pmlpit, upon your rob. 
Fox ſhips Summons to that Service, The acceptance it 
then met with, and the hopes it might ſurvive tn 
the per ſwaſjons of the Auditory, were as much as 
I could wiſh for from it : I muit deprecate (if it 
be a fault) my own backwardneſſe that it ſheuld 


have gone farther, | 

Which backwardneſſe aroſe not from any conſciouſneſſe , that ought 
therein contained, was contrary to the form of ſound words, or the judge- 
ment of the Primitive Church, or more particularly of our own, which ob 
conſanguinitatem doQtrinz, as Tertullian ſpeaks, may ſtand as near to 
the eſteem of the Primitive, as any other in Chriſtendome, Indeed theſe 
were the Guides, by which [ fteer'd my courſe ; and if any thing ſhould 
be found here differing from them, di&tum nolo, I diſclaim, Idiſown 
it before hand, Nor was it ont of any unwillingueſſe, to doe ſervice to 
God and his Church in the preſent generation, how crooked and fro- 

A 2 


ward 


ward ſority-ir ly be; tbr ough is" miayey'T 40h tiot afraid uf t ye! 
rour, But it was anely out of 4 jealogfr bf my tin. cantept 10,” as t 
crude and weak either to bear,or bear up the Puolick;or to be confiderably 
. uſefull ro it, Tour Lordſhip hath been pleaſed to judge otherwiſe, whethe 
' for the encouragement of the Preacher, or for the ſeaſonableneſſe of t 
Diſcourſe, thewgh not for any great ſtrength or beauty in it, And whe 
I found you were reſolved that way, I was not willing to be any farthe 
guilty of what in my Sermon I had condemned in others, I began t 
think_ there was no prudence in Inferiours, like to that of obedience unt 
lawfull Commands, and to remember that Precept of $, Hierome to Ru 
ftiatts, in refernce ta his Swperiour ; Credas tibi. ſalutare quicquid ill 
preceperit, nec de majorum fententia judices, cujus officii eft obedire, | 
implere quz jufla ſunt, dicente Moyſe Audi Iſrael, & tace ; "And therefor 
reſolved cheerfully fo ts dor,and have now 1n purſuance of that reſoluti 
on, expoſed this Diſcourſe to the publick view, which I humbly deſir 
ur Lordſhip to Patronize, ſith you were pleaſed firſt to command it, 

T he main ſubtance of the Sermon is the ſame that was Preached be 
fore you, onely with your Lordſhips leave , I have here and there inſerte 
ſome enlargements, which were at firſt deſigned, but the ſtraits of tinu 
allowed not room for therr delivery. 

eAnd now if the publication of it, may any way prove ſerviceable 
the advancement of Gods glory, or the ſatisfattion of diſſenters, whom 
have laboured rather to comvince then exaſperate ; or may in:the leaf 
contribate towards the Churches peace among#t us, I ſhall haue reaſo 
to rejoyce in, and to bleſſe God for it. | 

Unto the promoting of which holy ends, both by your ſelf and other 
as God hath given your Lordſhip a large heart, and a double portion of 
his Spirit, ſo that the Work of the Lord may proſper 1n your hands, an 
the fruit of it redound to your account, in all bleſſings, temporall, ſpirs 
txall, and eternall, ſhall be the daily Prayer of | 


My Lord , 
Your Lordſhips moſt humble 


Servant, 


John Priaulx. 


Confirmation Confirmed. 


AQs viii. 'xvii. 
Then laid they their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Ghoſt. 


Kg He words, and the work, of this day 

8 are I ſuppoſe not wnequally yoaked : 

Confirmation is the bulſineſle of 

both, whereof the Text holds forth 

the fir recorded inftance, and in 

the judgement of the Church of 

IDE | old, a fwll precedent for the practice 

Sw of it, 

An ordinance of late too long, _ as mn which ( per- 
haps) were no friends to it art firſt, by ſad experience after- : 
a have been driven to confeſle, too nor hs with-held oder 
in unrighteouſneſs, to the great detriment, and diſtraftion hath caſt us in, 
of this Church, whoſe P:ery and *Peace, were ſo muchand to Confulions, 

ſo zearly concerned in it, ] _— m—__ 

Happy then are our eyes which ſee the joyful retarn of it ;| Sw ax 
again, We cannot but cry, Grace, Grace, to its re-efta- gore our 
bliſhment, | _ , Church order, 
May their feet be ever beautifull which bring ſuch glad 20d heal _ 
tidings, and their bazds never wither nor grow faint which —_ —_ 
reach ou: ſo great a bleſſing to us, TM of Confirmath- 
And may the Crows (till flouriſh __ the 7 0040224, 

I- 


Confirmation Confirmed. 
Obedience, Love and Loyalty, of all his SubjeAs upon the 
head of the Lords Annointed, who like a ſecond Conftay- 
tine, Ws inicxerty, a Biſhop without the Church, hath not 


b See His Ma- thought it below his Princely care þ to preſent this Church, 
jeſties Decla= and Nation, with ſo promiſing an Olive branch of Peace, 


tation. 


afcer that Deluge of Confuſion under which we have layn, 
and to commend it to the fFrifteſt obſervance, and mprove- 
ment of thoſe which were intruFted with the Adminiſtrati- 
on of it, A Bleſſing for which nor onely the preſent gene- 
ration, but the children yet anborn will be bound to r:ſe up, 
and praiſe him. And then under ſo general (T hope ) a cor- 
dial concurrence, ſuch obligatory Precedents, and Indace- 
ments ; give me leave for the retrival of this Ordinance, 
not onely into your praiſe, but your affeft:ons too, to pre- 
ſent you this day with the fir, and that an exatt and Ape- 
Folick Patterve of it, as it will appear in the opening of the 
words, which are theſe, Then laid they their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghoſt. 

' Which words may be ſorted into theſe ſeveralls ; firſt, the 
Attion it ſelf, laying on of hands the Ceremony of Confirma- 
r10n, Secondly, the method or order of proceeding to this 
Afton in the particle Then, Thirdly, the Agents, or Mi- 
mifters of this Aion, They, viz. the Apo#Fles in parti- 
cular, St, Peter and .St. Tabs, Fourthly, the objetts on 
which this Ceremony was exerciſed, in the Prozoun Them, 
ze, the Samaritans which believed and were baptized. 
Fiftly, the end of this A#:oy, or the effef# following onit ; 


T hey received the Holy Ghoſt, Theſe are the particulars, we 


begin, 
1. With the Aon, which is here ſer down as the Cere- 


| mony of Confirmation, and that is laying on of hands, 


Now this was the Concomitant or Appendix to another 
more prizcipal, which was Prayer, which alſo had the ſame 
deſign with this Ceremony here, as you may read, v. 15, 
Indeed no blefling is beſtowed at any time in, and by the 
Chaurchanichout prayer, but in the giving of the Spree it 
1s more eſpecially proper, the promiſe of it being made = 

* this 


Confirmation Confirmed. 
this dutys Lac. 11.13. And then no Ceremony more 
ſurable to fignifie the purpoſes of Prayer, and of the Spirit 
in this Ordinance, and of the Ordinance it ſelf, then this of 
Impoſition of hands, which will beſt appear if we confider 
the ('uFtome of the Fewes, from whom this Ceremony was 
derived, with their deſigns in the »ſe of it, 

1, Then, as © Grotius tells us, 1anunm umpolitio apud Fu- c crotim in 
deos indicabat invocationem divine potentie, the laying on Matthe1g.tz; 
of hands, implicd the invoking of the Divins power ; for 
the hand being efficacie ſymbolum, the Emblem of power and 
operation : Fades orabant ut fic Dei efficacia efſet ſuper il- 
lum, ſicut manus efficacie ſymbolum e: imponebantur, The 
Tews prayed that efficacy of Gud might be upon the party prayed 
for, according as the hands which were the Embleme of it 
were laid on him, as the ſame 4 Groti us ſpeaks, andbſo might q Gree. Epiſt, 
ficly intimate the /zvely 1»fluence of the Spirir ſought for in 154- 
this Ordinance, | 

Which /mpoſition of hands, being alſo performed mani- 
buzs expanſis, with hands (trerched out, it was a ign of the li. 
| beral effuſion of heavenly Grace vpon the Perſon on whom 
3 #F they were laid, as © Pe/argzs notes, for, eSymbolum erat 

Secondly , this: Ceremony was made uſe of as an Ap-. 8'<ie celeſtis 
plicatory fign betokening the reſtiained defires of him that que largiſrime 


I 


N I, : menu 4 Deo con- 
zi |} prayedto theparty whom he preſcn:ed to God in prayer, ferebatuy in pi- 
» # whereinas the /ifting up of the hands ſignified from whom, os, Pelarg. in 
 F and whence they cxpectcd theblelling ; tothe /aying of them Gen. 48, 14, 
» KF or,cligned theperfon on whom they defired it thould be be. 5 X 
e 3 Rftowed, Hence, as Calvin fobſerves, it was a ſolemn, uſual * Cavin. 

% Cuſtom amongft the Jewes, that as often as they recom- 
- mended a Perſon unto God, they laid hands on him, and 

accordingly to our preſent purpole we find the ule of it. 

r FF _ Firſt, intheir Benedi&1oxs, thus Jacob blefſerh Ephraim 
e t and Manaſeh, hying his hauds on them, Gen, 48.1 4.and $ £4Pitibur im- 
5, | that manusdecuſsatas, as it were £5 8 prefignre the Croſſe of ——_— 
- ul & quidem ite 
it } wraſverſimobliquatis in ſe, ut Chriſtum deformantes, jam tum poytenderent benediFFionen in 


Chriſtum futuram, Tertull. de Baptiſm,c,7. 


2 him 


- PY . 


4 Confirmation confirmed. 


\ him who had de/ivered him ont of . all his troables, And 


accordingly this raffore was afte: Wards obſcrved by his Po. 
Fenty, who were wont to bring their children unto perſons 
. . Of renowned Sanity, that by 'rheir prayers, with the lay- 
Any matey] ing on of hands, "4 might /Þ recommended unto Gods 
i Dr. Hammond favour, as Þ Grotizzs thews on CMatth, 19. 13. and from 
of impoſition hence i ſome derive the uſe of this Ceremony in Confirmati- 
——_— for - ox, which wasa kind of benedition by the Fathers .of the 
Coun, mY Charchbeſtowedon the Novices of it. | 
& Deur. 34.9. _ Secondly, Hence we find the ſame in their (onſecrations, 
With which al- and Dedications of perſons. $9, to omit other places, k Dex, 
ſo nog 34.9. and it might denote three things, 1, The Separats- 
nets >; 9 of the Perſon unto Gods uſe unto whom he was dedicated, 
the Spiri, And atthis, as! Calvin ſeems ty conceive, the practice of the 
Ainfa.in Num, Church in this Ceremony did aim, 2. It might note Gods 
27.18. ſeiſamre on the perſon t9 that purpoſe by the hands of his Mie 
—_—_ mers, and ſo ſignifie Gods clarm, and Acceptance of thoſe 
= neuen age which are offered to him in this Ordinance, 3. It was 2 
Myrothec. in Kind of [aveſtitare in thoſe priviledges unto which by this 
Heb.2.6. Ceremony the perſon was admitted, and accordingly this 
m De Bcelefie- Ordinance in the Church was uſed as a means of Tranſm/- 
fiica Hirrarhie [;,,, into the Sacrament of the Lords Swupper, as ® Dionyſus 


bn mag Areopagita, or who ever is the Amthory of that ancient 


wouds View of Book which goes under his name, witneſſerh, 
che Diretory, And then this Ceremony being of ſuch ancient and gene- 
Selb. 43 4 741 uſe among the Fews, and withall ſo aptly ſured to the 
err 7. purpoſes of this Ordinance, Chriſt and his Apoſtles were wil- 
c.8. Iremin ling to bring down the /audable Uſances of the Synagogue, 
prefat. ejuſdem as in many ® other things, ſo in this into the practiſes of 
eris. Tudaiſmi ChriFianity, which is indeed but Fwudaiſmmn reformatus, 
—_— as learned ® Se/dey ſpeaks. 55S 
—_ Chriftia- And accordingly we find it praRtiſed in the Chrit:as 
niſmus, waxime Church. Not to look ſo farre back as to Chriſts impo- 
primitivns, «- ſition. of hands on thoſe Children which were pre- 
ginme, © ÞY0* ſented to him, Hark, 16. 10, where it is ſaid, yo 
- exc, DE took the young Children up in his arms , put his 
Hm an upon them, and blefſed them, and that ( as 


imitators Cart 
| art- 


poy —_— may PIE 


Confirmation Confirmed. © 5 
P Cartwright ſpeaks ) that by npeſties of hands, and prayer p Nt impoſrtione 
unto God for them they might obtain good things; and a- Texum & 
gain by prayer to God for them, he conferred Gracy and Oy - 
heavenly gifts npon them, a fair Preludinm t, if not Pat- j,,, og 
tern for ths Ordinance, but reut, Deunm 
To be ſure we find it- uſed by St, Peter and St, John in iis precands 
this place, by St, Paxl, Atts 19. and afterwards we meet — bur 
with it enrolled, Hebr, 6,2. amongſt the Fundamentall Do. pm" ; 
frines of Chriftianity, whether as a part of them as ſome wright Harm. 
conccive, or as a ſeaſonable opportunity for, and decemt Cere- 
mony at the teaching of them, as others ; 4 recommended it q Impoſirionis 
is, together with B aptiſme, unto the confFant uſe of the Tomen WP E- « ; 
Charch ; and that in ſo clear charatters, that Calvin*® on pie a 
the place was driven to confeſſe, hxjxs ceremonie originem Neophyrorans 
fluxiſſe ab Apoſtolts, that this Ceremony was derived from Anſelm in loc, 
the Apoſtles, and ſo had the lefſe reaſon in his Inftitautions * Calvin is Is. 
40 tax! $, Hierome for calling it an Apoſtolical tradition, —_ Sc 
and then that will advance very.near toa Divine Precept Impoſitio _ 
for the wſe of it ; or if no ſuch were to be found, yer as nawn caf 
t S, Hierome contre Lucif@1anos (peaks, if we had no Scri. mentiofie, Heb. 
pture Authority for it, the conſent of the whole world this $;*+ Referends 
way ought to be obeyed as a Precept,or as #Zanchy upon the _ 
like ceremony uſed in Ordination, tells us, the examples of benedaBionen 
the Apoſtles and the Ancient Church would be more eſteem. [or paftoribus 


ed then they are ; Tea ( ſaith he) they ſhould be looks on by Jolebut fieri, ov 


us as a Divine Law. A good rule, would the ramesand the Poſtes Miniſter 
temper of men now bear it Chriſti nomine 
" 1” benedicebat, 


And then as to the uſe of the Church afterwards * {"aſ<- «gs precibus 
ſander may aſſure you ſemper in Eccleſia religioſiſſinge ob- publicis cours 
ſervatam ; that Confirmation was ever religiouſly obſerved ®exdando ac in 
bn the ('harch, neither was this Ceremeny queſtioned by morgan 


vecatione con® 
gratie imployatione manuumgue impoſitione, Rivet. Catholic hOrthodox. TraR. 3. Q.g. 
Se&. 3, ſ Calv, Inflit. ilb, 4.5. 9. Sel, nes inficier nonnibil ineri Hieron ymauns , 
t Ji Scripture 4utoric as non ſubeſſer ; totiu? orbis in hanc parrem conſenſus inſter 
precepts obt A _ contr. Lucifari e Interim us exempla Apoſftalorum, 
& Veteris vellem plaris efiimari, imo deberens dis eſt infer divine; Zagchs 


B. 3 any 


6 Confirmation Confirmed, 
y Theodorer.lib. any for almoſt fifreen hundred years,except onely the INova- 
3- Heretic. feb. t1 ans, in favour to®the irregularity of their Upitare Bi- 
deck _—_— ſhop, us we may conceive, who yet if they retwrned to the 
Er” » might not have Adm:ſſion without it, as appears by 
'Z Contil. es La. Che/eventh Canon of the Conncel of Laodicea®. | 
odic. &. 7. And here I might give you in heaps of Comuncells and Fa. 
thers for the abetting of this prattiſe, but I ſhall content my 
ſelf ro point at ſome few, 
a Vid.concil. E= Firſt then for Coxnce/s, you may take * the Eliberitar, 
— 38: the two Councels at eArles, that of Lasdicea, the firſt con- 
= _ w temporary to the firſt Councel of Nice, the two next within 
Letenf, 2 Can, TWenty ſix, and the fourth but _ eight years after it, All 
17. Laodic. which ſpeak punCtually to this bn inele, as appears by their 
Can.,7.48. ſeveral (Canons, 
| Secondly for Fathers, take three or foxr in lieu of the 
b Tertull, de Teſt, So Tertallian tells us, that Þ Caro mans impoſitione 
Reſur. Carmi. 1tymbratur, ut anima Spiritu ulluminetur, the fleſh ts 0-* 
. verſhadowed by the laying on of the haud, that the ſoul may 
c Tertwll. de be enlightned by the Spirit, And again, ©Manus imponitur 
Beptiſmo. per benediftionem advocans, & wmvitans Spiritum ; the 
: hand ts laid on by way of benediftion calling down, and in- 
viting the Spirit. RH 7 
Adde to himS, {yprian © in his Epiſtle ad Tubajannm, 
Po orgrul where having Coker of this paſlage of the Text, he tells us, 
mum. = quod nunc quoque _ nos geritur , that the ſame us Fill 
e Non ou prattized in the Church; and if you pleaſe to look on 
ym fe "har place, you will find a full conformity in every particular 
conſuetudinem, ©9 ©Þe pattern here, I might joyn to theſe S, Hierom © and 
ar ad eox got 5. oy", and indeed what not? and if afterwards 
ein mino"i- the inſtances of the later times were needfull, I might alſo 
bus urbibus per (hc, you the full conſent of the 8 Waldenſes, the $ — 


_ kg of the reformation, and of their' Partners Þ the Fratres Þ- 
2ati ſunt Epiſco- 

us ad invocationem Santi Spiritus manum impoſitnrus excurrat Hieronym. contra Lu» 
cifer. f Auguſtin. lib. 3, de Baptiſm, contra Donatiſtas, c.16. g Vide . Waldenſ. 
h Vide tibi cui titulus Ratio Di _ ordineſque Ecclefialtici in e fratrum 


Bohemorum. bi Forma Noviti@ recipiendi Conſule p. 46. edir. C wy vid. or 
unotus Comeni{;n loc. —_ 
7 ng wIFAtHS 
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Confirmation Confirmed. 
nitatis of Bohemia, hut T need not multiply mote Author: 
tres in a matter of Fa# which I find few doubting of, and 
——_ (hall paſfe on fromthe eos in the next place to 

ew oO, 

2, Th, method of proceeding to it implyed in the particle 
Then, Then laid their hands, &c. 

And the method you ice in this Charch was this, men were 
firſt brought to the Faith by the preaching of the word, and 
then were they Baptized, 2nd then, and not till then the ; p,pyuey. in 
Apoſtles proceed to the confirmation of them by prayer, and pianyſ. Areop. 

ad 


laying on of hands, c. 2. Nap Ze | 
Ic wasfit the begetting word ſhould go before the ſtreng- | = Soar 


themng word, the Sacrament of regeneration, before the gp re 
Ragbpof (onfirmation. To givethis laft before the other ter Confirma- 
were'ordinarily to ſer a ſeal to a blank, to defireſtrength tion. 
where there was no /ife. | Autor imper- 

Take this for your rule, it is good not to proceed in Gods = — = 
Ordinances by leaps, i un varymdey anixlus at; ma avoixda, not SC 
t6 leap por Are upon thoſe Ordinances and Stations for chriſti illit ſolis 
which we are not fitted, but to go from ſtrength to ſtrength danda eſt qui 
in our appearances before God in Zion,Plal,84.7, And then 14 Þ7 nA 
as Confirmation ought not to be Adminiftred till Baptiſme Flis1 x ar = 
be preluppoſed, ſo regularly neither ought the Sacrament anus i 
of the Lords Smpper to be given to thoſe which have not rienem, Homil. 
been firſt confirmed ; as the former was the Prattice here, ſo 17: 
the latter is the k command of our Church, and was ever the ® Confirmatia 
prattiſe of the Primitive. Hence the 1 Authoxr of the 1m- ne. 
perfett work, on Matthew going under S. Chryſoſtomes num perfeRionis 
name, tells us, that the grace of Chriſts body ts to be gruen to addere videhs- 
them only which are already become the Sons of God by Ba. '*" & faſtigi. 
ptiſme, and Impoſition of hands : and (0 Albaſpineus ® vir png ng 

. . Shs . quis Chri« 

antiquorum Eccleſie rit uum ſcientiſſimus, as Biſhop Uſher ſtiani nomine, 
juſtly tiles him, 4 moſt knowing man 1n the Ancient rites & Euchariſtie 
of the (hurch, averres, that (onfirmation ſeemed to give ſumptione di- 
the laft ſtroke to, and to lay onthe roof of that perfettion by , —— "gg 
which a perſon was accounted worthy of the name of a Chri- ©, Vlibe- 
Fan, ard the participation of the Euchariſt, And ſo in rea.cap.7, 
Dionyſins 


A Cre ities Crnftwet PEI 
Dionyfime Areopagita, we find that 'affer Confirtnation 
Biſhop declared theparty to be one meet for the receiving of 
. n'05 n{Swp* the ® Holy: Communion, having ( ſaith he ) ſealed or an- 
rp nealed the man with the Divine ointment, he declares hins 
adv @- wireysy henceforth to be one that hath a right to the hily and moſt 
WB Meters  perfetting communion of the Lords Supper. 

"EU xEa51EG. Nor fer any repineat this ſ#ſpexce, you ſhall eyer find 

Diovyſ. Ae- that the Ordinances of God have moſt honour and efficacy 

H. Ecclefſ. ;\\ their proper order, and the ſouls of men thrive belt in their 

terarch, Cc. 2; . 

Sea. 7. proper places and ranks, Strong meat may be little better 
then poyſoy to him who is onely fit for ##1/k, The wombe is 
the place of the Embryo, if you rip up that, that the child 
_ be ſooner at the breaſt, you give it air not to breath, but 

IC IN, » 
And asthere ought to be care taken for the adminiftring 
of Gods Ordinances in thcir d#e ra» and order, ſo likewiſe 
that they be adm1niſtred by rhat Rank and Order of men 
onely, which are 1»powr'd thereunto, 
There have been indeed pretenders which deſire to have 
an hand in this buſineſſe, as till there will be in matters of 


Priviledge and Preheminency, But the firſt practiſe will be 

ever the beſt rule : the firſt Church the ſureſt miſtreſſe of the 

latter, whoſe example ought to be our guidance, as the 9 Bo- 
b Harm, Con» hemians ſay in their Confeſſton, Here then let's to our pat- 
fell. Prime Ee- tern again, and ſo for your direCtion take notice of the , 
eleſia _— 3. Particular obſerved in the words which - intimates the 


y chm Miniſters of this Ordinance in the Pronoun They, T hen 

(ills fnake laid T hey their hands, And who theſe were, the fourtcenth 

wor; yerſe will inform us, even $. Peter and S. John, two of the 
ApoFtes whom the Church ſent down to Samaria to con- 
firm thoſe new converts, 

Bur what needed that meſſage may ſome ſay ? was not Phi- 
lip there already, who by the preaching of the world, and 
working many fignesand wondcrs, had gained them to the 
Faith, and alſo Baptized them > and why might not he un- 
dertake this bufineſſe alſo, Ir is true he was a Deacon, but 
not ſuch as the later times haye fancied the Steward _—_— 

the 
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the eA/mes-box, but one that de ſure might both preachand 


Baptize. Nay farther he was an Evange/;ft, and that in 
ſome mens apprehenſion (howgroundleſle you may ſee by this 
inſtance) might be enough to'entitle him to all the powers of 
the Church, You know how warmsely, though as varaly it is 
urged in the caſe of Timothy, and Titws, and yet Philfip the 
Deacon, Phillip the Preacher, Phillip the Baptiſt, Phillip che 
Evangeliſt "might not, and therefore would not attempt the 
work for all this, 
Will you know the reaſon ? S. Chryſoftome upon the place chryſoft _ 
will tell you , becauſe he had neither zxecomp , nor ifeacs * 
neither the gift, nor Authority for it , this being as he after 
ſpeakes n F *Awonnan thaigires 4 ſpecial prerogative of the 
Apoſtles, and indeed we find it ever reſerved to their hands 
in-Scripture, As for that onely inſtance giyen tothe contrary 
of Ananas a Diſciples laying on of hands on S. Paw, and 
the promiſe that he ſhould rece:ve the Holy Ghoſt, ARt.9.17. ; 
which is alledged by 2, Calvin, and his Followers, _— Inftitae; 
I conceive it may be fairly anſwered. CR - 
1. That Ananras his Laying on of hands was only in or- Trefler. deve- 
der to the cure of S$, Pauls blindneſſe as is intimated ver, 12, rs Eccleſia re« 
2. That the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt referred to $, formende 1e- 
Pauls —_ , Which was to enſue , wherein queſtionleſſe 27" ©. 17+ 
the holy Spirit was conferred : though in ſomewhat a different — 
reſpe&t then he was in Confirmation, dabunt ne ali- 
- 3. And which may ſuffice to choak this objeCtion ,; it is ING. 
clear,the impoſition of hands there ſpoken of was nota part of 
Confirmation , as appears by the ſtory, for it went before S. **"* 
Paxls Baptiſme, ſo ver. 18, whercas Confirmation in the 
Prathiſe of the Church then : (as indeed in reaſon it ought,) 
Rill ſ#cceeded after Baptiſme for ought we read, it being alſo 
—_ that S. Paul as well as the reſt of the Apoſtles was 
firmed miracnlouſly, and immediately from heaven; and 
= * ua inſtance will be no barre to what was formerly aſ- 
erted, 
| Yea, but will ſome ſay, ſuppoſing it belonged onely to the 
Apoſtles then, Their perſons are gone, and their office ceaſed; 
| and 


10 


Calvin.Infiit, 
1.4. cap 19- 
Sec, 10, 


. hs, 


and ſo ought this Rite too, or muſt be adminiftred by-OF. 

cers of another Rank , Num Eprſcops omnino ſunt Apoſtol; > 

qv oy indeed Apoſtles: tyfh Calvins Queſtion upon the: 
ale, 


Here then , Let me tell them that the Office of Apoſttes is 


Not ceaſed, nor was ſo to do with their Perſons, as appears 


Matth.2$.20. 


Gvant arndpura7ovy 
T yer Te” 


- Sy promiſe Mat, 28, 20, F am with youalway unts 
the end of the world,, Now this could not be meamt of their 
Perſons , who in a few years were to leave the world, it muſt 
needs therefore be underſtood of their FantHox, which either 
_ be ſucceeded to , or elſe it was as temporary as their per- 
ons, 

Indeediin the Lpofles there was ſomething extraordinary, 
as immediate Miſſion, unlimted: Furiſditiw, and 11 a- 
exlows Operations,which were not neceffary to be ll; 
Great helps *tis true for the firſ# founding of the Church , 
which being conſtituted, and become able ty ſubfiſt withour 
them , reaſonable it was that they ſhould ceaſe as Afarna did 
when 1ſraet was come into the Land of Canaan, 

- Bur then the ordinary offices , and powers of Apoſtles as 
Preaching, Baptizing, pl onfirming, Conſecrating,Ordaimng, 
Governing , which were neceffary for the continuance of a 
Church , atleaſt the well being of it , in theſe they ought to 
be, and were ſucceeded , or elſe there offices muſt faile or be 
executed by perſons not impowred'to them, And then for 
Unitys ſake likewiſe fit it was, that ſome rank of men 
ſhould be the Common Receptacles of all theſe powers , that 
ſo they might iſſue forth. to others as far as the necefſicies of 
the C = ſhould call for: with more order and Peace , and 
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A Theodore in com, ad Bp, I, ad Tim, 


p CU ar iow Confsiored. it 
oF the (brrch the proper Shcreſſours of the UL poff let, ſo 

bp! Irene having 4 \paqh=any. 6p Biſhops were conſtituted bd Trev#us «d- 
by the Apoſties in the Charches , he add's after ques & ſuc- my Hereſ. 
ceſſores relinquebant ſunm ipſoriim locum magiſterii traden= * _— 
tes, thit they left them their ſutoeſſorrs , dtlrvering to them 

their own plact. of rule, and -gnidance in the Church, and fo 


© S:(Yyprian ad Florent ium P upianimns aſſerts that the Prepo- _ 
ſits (hat is Biſhops in his language ) Apoſtolis vitaria ordi- ds opt 


natione ſuccedunt, they ſucceed the Apoſtles,ordained as V'i- rium Pupiani. 
cars in there places,upon which words Pamelixs Notes that it | 
was the thirtd tinie he had ſo ſaid, And ſo 4 S. Hierome ſure- d Hierow, Bp. 
ly no flatterer of that Ocder ; in his Epiſtle ad Marcellam " Marcellens 
inturer Mus Mont anh®s (yes; wn hos Apoſtoldrum locum Epi- ©0207/u3 Men 
ſeopi renent \, with ys the Biſhops hold the place of Apoltles, | 
And again won Pal; as we number it verſ.16, where « xj .is 
we read in Fead of thy Fathers ſhall be thy children S. Hie- ſat. alt wa 
rome pataphraſcth it pro patribus Apo Folie filis, Epiſcopi, ut ® 545 
Epiſcopi Apoſpolis, tanyuam } Patribus ſuccedant inftead (cp, 2 
of Apoſtles as Fathers thou thalt have Biſhops as ſons who ſeals dixit Ma+ 
nia Fees the Apoſtles as fons do their Fathers, I might #ifeſt« eſt ſen+ 
adde tlie ptzgnant ceftirhony of f Clarus 4 Maſthls tecited 19*tis Domins 
IJ Anguſt int, lid, Sept. de Baptiſnio contra Dondtiſt as, Ms rote: 
and tell you fatther how Bf! the Great calls , Epiſcopacy js mirrencir, 
aondecar F'Awonn, and Armarals the prefetture, or pre- & ipſrs ſolis 
redency which the ApoFtHes had from God, and theſe ate fair poreſterem @ 
withefſes ,” in whoſe judgernent you ſee there are Apoſtles _— --_ 
Rill, and who they ate which by the Yerdi# of the Church Preennt 
may c/aime that title, and ſo Calving num Epiſcops ſunt | wo rn, 
omnino Apoſtoli? is anſwered. eadem pote- 
Bur he hath another g A» ſoli nt Apoftolit if they be ſuch, Rate Ecclel- 
are they the onely ſuch 2 may theſe , and theſe onely tay on pH 
hands, that will not go down neither, po lib.7. de 
To thisI anſwer firſt in General that as to a full Apoſto- Baptiſm. con- 
lick, power in the ſenſe b&fore mentioned , and the primary #14 Donatiſts 
derivation of it , they and they onely are {uch , 21y. as to © #77, | 
this ordinance in particular , as we find no other Stewards J; jib. 4. 
of it in Scriptare beſites the ht” as we haye ſhewed , - c.19.SeR&. 19, 
2 
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i Aurufin. de 
Trin. lib. IF, 
C. 26, 


k Chryſ. in loc. 


] Hieronymus 
contre Lacife- 
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Confirmation C onfirmed. 

if we look upon the after praCtices of the Charch, ® S, Cy- 
prian relating to the paſſage in the Text tells us, quod 
nunc quogue apud nos geritur , we have the ſame = wt 

um in Eccleſia Baptizantur Prepoſitis Eccleſie offerantur; 
that thoſe which are Baptized be preſented to the Biſhops of 
the Church, that by our prayer , and the lay-ng on of hands 
they may obtain the holy Ghoſt , as he gocs on mn his Epiſtle 
ad Tubajanum forementioned, and ſo iS, Augnſtine lib, 15. 
de Trinitate Quem morem in ſuis prepoſitis etram nunc ſer- 
vat Eccleſia , which cuſtome the Church obſerves by her Bi- 
ſhops at this time, And from hence doth k S, ('hryſoftome 
draw the ſame praQtice, in his Comment on the Text 594 
ſaith he, K ai Tous Xopvgniovg ovx a Movs mas 1929 idviv TETo T6001) as 
hence we ſee the principall, and chief of the Church, and no 
ot hey performing this work.I ſhall cloſe up this with that ſay- 
ing of 1 S. Hierome , quod { hoc loco queris quare in Eccle. 
ſia baptizatus niſi per manus Epiſcopi non accipiat ſpiritum 
Santtum, quem nos aſſerimus in vero Baptiſmate tribus, If 
thou ſhalt aske why in the Church the Baptized recciverh nor 
the holy Ghoſt, but by the hands of the Biſhop; though we 
averre the ſame ſpirit is received in Baptiſme rightly adm. 
wiftred : to this he anſwers, Diſce hanc obſervationem ex ea 
eAmthoritate deſcendere, quod poſt aſceuſuns Domim Spirt- 
tus Santtus ad eApoſtolos deſcendit, Know (ſaith he) that 
this prattice takes its riſe from that Authority, where it ts 
ſaid, that after the «Aſcenſion of our Lord, the holy Spirit 
deſcended upon the Apoſtles, implying the Biſhops to be their 
Sacceſſours, and that to them and not others it belongs to 
derive this gift in confirmation; and in this channel both Fa- 
thers, and Comncels generally run, no laying on of the hands 
of the Presbytery in this buſineſlc, at leaſt not in any pro- 
per right of their own, 

As for thoſe 2. inſtances commonly brought to the contra- 
ry, firlt of the Pr esbyters in Egypt which Hilarins Sardus 
relates, for he is the Authour, and not S, Ambroſe , and that 
of no great credit neither if $, Hierome may be believed: ſe- 


condly of thoſe Prieſts in Sardinia in Gregory the great's 
time, 


Confirmation Confirmed, = 
time, Which Calvin alſo preſſech, for brevity's ſake I ſhall 
not acquaint you with my own conceptions, bur refer you ra- 
ther to what hath been latcly ſpoken by that Bleſſed nan 
m Dr, Hammond in his Poſthumous piece upon confirmation, m D:. Ham- 
as alſo by that very L:arned Prelate, whoſe name in this mond 5 aexs- 
lace for modeſty I ſpare , in his Elegant , and eAccurate @7 more 
piſtle ® before the ſaid work , from whom you may receive [web 

abundant ſatisfation;zand what would the V intage of Abit , gpiſtola pre- 
zer be unto the Gleanings of Ephraim ? By what hath been liminari «d 
ſpoken you ſee the judgement of the Church in this Queſtion, eforem. 
and ſan anſwer to Calvin's other , eAn ſol: Epiſcopt ſunt 
Apoſtolt, 

And indeed great reaſon there was for this reſerve to this 
Funttion, 

Firſt, For the honowr of Epiſcopacy, and thereby the Uni- 
ty of the Church ad honorems Sacerdotu that's S. Hierome's 
reaſon contra Luciferianos,for the honour of this ſacred Fun- 
ton, Why ? of what imporr is that ? Let him tell you , as 
mean as ſome think of ir, Eccleſie ſalxs ( (aith he) i» ſunm 
ſacerdotis digmitate pendet. The ſafety of the C harch de- 
pendeth upon the d:gnity of her chief ſuperiours , to whom 
(as he addeth) ® if ſome eminent offices of power above others o Hieron eva- 
were not given, there would be in the Church as many Schiſ.. ns Luciferies. 
mes as Priefts: I wiſh our late times had not made too ſuffi- —_— 
cient a comment on thoſe laſt words, and of this by the way quuibus Emi. 
it is, that Venerable P Bede ſpeaks , when he tells us that this went deny po- 
was not granted to every Prictt propter arrogant 1am, not out !efter, tot in 
of the pride of Biſhops as ſome falſly glofle him, bur to pre- Beets ef 
yent the Ambition of Prieſts, who would be apt to grow in= = na the 4 
ſolent if they had all offices in common with their ſupe- gcerdores. 
Tiours. Pp Fideraditif- 

Second reaſon was from their re/ation to the {hwrch as [mm Hem- 
they were the Primary, if not onely proper Paſtowrs of thoſe _ 
Churches unto which they related , as we find them every y, ; ;, 
where tiled with a kind of appropriation among the An- 
cients, and it is obſerved that ſimply,Paſtores, or Paſtores Ec- 
cleſie, none are called beſides chem —_ for the firſt ſix __ 

3 dre 
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h Cyprian Ep. .if we look upon the after practices of the Church, ® S. Cy- 
ad jubgienum. priar = rp the _—_ in the Text tells us, qwod 
nun quogue apud nos geritur , we have the ſame cuſtome, ut 
wm in Eccleſia Baptizantur Prepoſitis Eccleſe offerantar; 
that thoſe which are Baptized be preſented to the Biſhops of 
the Church, that by our prayer , and the lay ng on of hands 
they” may obtain the holy Ghoſt , as he gocs on in his Epiſtle 
i Aurwſin. de 4d Tubajanum forementioned, and (vi S. Auguſtine lid, 15. 
Trin. lib. 15. (le Trinitate Qzem morem in ſuis prepoſitis etram nunc ſer- 
— vat Eccleſia , which cuſtome the Church obſerves by her Bi- 
k Chryſ. in loc. ſhops at this time, And from hence doth k S, {hryſoftome 
draw the ſame praQice , in his Comment on the Text 594 
ſaith he, Kat revs xopugaiovg eUx a Rovs mas tas idiirrire rrueovrlas 
hence we ſee the principal, and chief of the Church, and no 
other performing this work. I ſhall cloſe up this with that ſay- 
I Hieronymus ing of 1 S. Hierome , quod fi hoc loco queris quare in Eccle- 
contre Lucife« £., þ artizatus niſi per manus Epiſcops non accipiat ſpiritum 
__ Santtum, quem nos aſſerimus in vero Baptiſmate tribus, If 
thou ſhalt aske why in the Church the Baptized receiverh not 
the holy Ghoſt, but by the hands of the Biſhop; though we 
averre the ſame ſpirit is received in Baptiſme rightly adm 
»iftred : to this he anſwers, Diſce hanc obſervationem ex ea 
eAnthoritate deſcendere, quod poſt aſcenſuns Domini Spiri- 
tus Santtus ad eApoſtolos deſcendit, Know (ſaith he) that 
this prattice takes its riſe from that Amthority, where it & 
ſaid, that after the eAſcenſion of our Lord, the holy Spirit 
deſcended upon the Apoſtles, implying the Biſhops to be their 
Sacceſſoars, and that to them and not others it belongs to 
derive this gift in confirmation; and in this channel both Fa- 
thers, and Councels generally run, no laying on of the hands 
of the Presbytery in this buſineſlc, at leaſt not in any pro- 
per right of their own. 

As for thoſe 2. inſtances commonly brought tc the contra- 
ry, firlt of the Pr esbyters in Egypt which Hilarins Sardus 
relates, for he is the Authour, and not S, Ambroſe , and that 
of no great credit neither if $. Hierome may be believed: ſe- 
condly of thoſe Prieſts in Sardinia in Gregory the great's 

time, 
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Confirmation Confirmed, © 
11992, Which Calvin alſo preſſech, for brevity's ſake I ſhall 
not acquaint you with my own conceptions, bur refer you ra- 
ther to what hath been lately ſpoken by that Bleſſed nan 
m Dr, Hammond in his Poſthumous piece upon confirmation, m D:. Ham: 
as alſo by that very L:arned Prelate, whoſe name in this mond 5 wars” 
= for modeſty I ſpare , in his Elegant , and eAMccurate o —_—_— 
iſtle ® before the ſaid work , from whom you may receive ab 
abundant ſatisfa&tionzand what would the Vintage of Abie= , Epiſtola pre- 
zer be unto the Gleanings of Ephraim ? By what hath been liminari «d 
ſpoken you ſee the judgement of the Church in this Queſtion, ieforem. 
and 7 an anſwer to Calvin's other , en ſol: Epiſcops ſunt 
Apgſtolt. 
And indeed great reaſon there was for this reſerve to this 
Funttion, 
Firſt, For the honour of Epiſcopacy, and thereby the Uni- 
ty of the Church ad honorems Sacerdotu that's S. Hierome's 
reaſon contra Luciferianos,for the honour of this ſacred Fun- 
ton, Why ? of what imporr is that ? Let him tell you , as 
mean as ſome think of ir, Eccleſe ſal ( ſaith he) 1» ſumms 
ſacerdotis dignitate pendet. The ſafety of the Church de- 
pendeth upon the d:gnity of her chief ſuperiours , to whom 
(as he addeth) ® if ſome eminent offices of power above others o Hierow. evn- 
were not given, there would be in the Church as many Schiſ.. '"« Luciferies. 
mes 4s Prieſts: I wiſh our late times had not made too ſuffi- —_— —_— 
. - quedem v7 ab 
cient a comment on thoſe laſt words, and of this by the way ;unibur Emi. 
it is, that Venerable Þ Bede ſpeaks , when he tells us that this wens deexy po- 
was not granted to every Prictt propter arrogant 1am, not out !efter, tot in 
of the pride of Biſhops as ſome falſly gloſſe him, but to pre. *!eſis fp 
vent the Ambition of Prieſts, who would be apt to grow in- CT 
ſolent if they had all offices in common with their ſupe- cerdores. 
riours. Pp Vidernditif- 
Second reaſon was from their relation to the {hurch as mum Hem- 
they were the Primary, if not onely proper Paſtowrs of thoſe = 
Churches unto which they related , as we find them every ,, ;,, 
where ſtiled with a kind of appropriation among the An- 
cients, and it is obſerved that ſimply,Paſtores, or Paſtores Ec- 
clefie, none are called beſides chem _ for the firſt ſix _ 
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Thirdly, It being the Prieſts office to bleſſe the people, and 
that alſo Leing an At of Authority, as we fee Hebr.7.7. in 


comition congruity none ſo proper for this a&ion , notie from 


whoſe performance ex officio the ſuccefle might be ſo readily 
expected as he that was the Samimns Sacerdos , thi chief, If 
not the otiely Paſtour of the Dioctfe, 

Arid thus y ou ſee the hands which are tro manage this work, 
in which I have ſtuck the longer, becauſe perhaps the midifi 
controverſy about Confirmation at this time ſticks there too, 
I come on next inthe, 

Fourth place to the 9bjefs on whom theſe hands were layed, 
and thoſe were the Samaritans, the believing , baptized S4- 
maritans. 

1. They were Samaritans, and thoſe were at firſt a av0r- 
grell generation of Idslators, as you may ſee 2, Kings 17. 
Afterwards from San Balla:'s time 4 ſet of Shiſmaticks , 
who had ereted Alrare contra Altare, an altar in Moufit 
Gerizim in oppofition to the Altar at Feruſulew , an'alar 


R.Benjemin in built as Benjamin in his Itinerary relates, of theſe ſtores 


Ttinerario. 


which the Iſraelites had ſet up after their paſſage throwgh 
Fordan , an Altar in ſonic kind Sarrifeg ions as well ts 
Schiſ ma- 
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Fo Confirmation confirmed. | 14 
Schiſmatical , and then hateful they were to the Jews even r ic leſum v0- 
to a T Proverb as you ſee John 8, 48. cant Samaritg- 
Howbeit the Pentatench they embraced, and ſo were in, Fer 
Confinio Luck, neareſt to the Jews in their religion , and it = gan -"uy 
was gond to be borderers upon that. As their ſcat was berween maritins , & 
mount f Ger;/z2.im, and niount Ebal, ſo was their condition *x *0 quod dis 
neer to curſihg, bur neer to blefſing too, and now-the bleſſings ſeipali ejus - 
of mount Ger:z1ms prevailed , they were the ſecond Stage in _ _— 
Chriſts p=_ for the Goſpels progreſle, as you may ſee * Acts cis habaerant, 
I. 8, The time was come wherein Aholah ſhould become convitium il- 


eAholibah, they which had ſeparated themſelycs from the li. **4 7«deorum - 


ez impattum 


ving God, and ſet up a tabernacle of their own , ſhould be- - 
come the tabernacle of the Lord that 1 may allude to their _—_ 
Prececeflours ® Ezek, 23. 4: fuiſſe, 1, In 
We ſhould not deſpair of the worſt of ſchiſmaticks, God deum Apo- 
can graft them in when the naturall branches fall off, Jery-1 © E ſave 
; . : gentem Sama- 
ſalem you ſee rejeRts the Goſpel, which Samaria will en- 7;icam nepore 
tertain , and accordingly they did , for they believed, and que Cutheo- 
were baptized vcr, 12. of this chap, ram, & Inde- 


i 2 - -, Or COUnuvies 
1. They were believers , what really fuch ? no queſtion dedebone By p 


many were, but ſome might not be ſo , as appears by Simon ,, uu hg 
CMargw in this chapter , nor had the Apoſtles a power to fiſcimam , > 
diſcern the hearts of men , whereby to know whether they ve/#ti Genti- + 


were ſuch, or no, Simon Mags elicin probability had nor # 4tque =e 


. : alias fieri ſoles 

crept into Baptiſme, 
It was then by their profeſſion of it that they judged them Far = 
ſuch, and from thence we may take this dire&ion. nem interſtiti- 


T het none ought to be admitted unto Confirmation which «1m, ts gravins 
have not firſ# made a profe {dn of their fait h, py” purpoſe OO 
holy living. eget —_ 

For as a perſonal faith is the condition before Godt of title Gentium ſe- 


to the priviledscs of Adult members of the Church , ſo the cundum Hebr, . 


profeſſion of this faith is the formall, proximate condition ay 5 = 
of their title before the Charch,withourwhich profefſion they " = . 
ought not to be adnitted'to ſuch priviledges, The Church { 5;c penjamin 
cannot otherwiſe know that they own the Coyenant made inin Itineraris. 


Baptiſme between God, and them, which alſo.is the remote f 481 1. 8, 
Bo ans. © Exek. 23. 4 


1 


16 Confurmation confirmed. 

: Foundation Of after priviledges. Hence,the, Chriſme in-Pſeu- 
do-Clemens is by a Metony mie Riled febaiams ms gnoarpier, 
the eſtabliſhing of their confeſſion, or profeſſion. | 

If you defire to know what kind of profclion is hereunto 
required, I conceive with others, - that it ought fiiſt for the 
matter of it to be a profeſſion of true Chriſtianity, 2 for the 

His Majeſties Quality of it, it oughtto be ( as hisMajeſty ſpeaks) 4 Credible 

Declaration. profeſſion, thatis tuch as ſcems to be underſtanding , ſcrious, 
voluntary, and not made void by any contradiction in 
word, or deed ; I mean ſuch a contradiction as ſhews that we 
lye, or ſpeak againſt the teſtimony of our own hearts. 

This ought to precede Baptiſm in thoſe that are of age, 
and Confirmation in thoſe that have received that Sacrament 
in their Infancy,of the firſt of theſe the Ancient Church was 
very carefull , and that both the Jewiſh, and the Primitive 
Chriſtian. 

Firſt the Jewiſh,for among(t them, Baptiſme in the Admiſ- 
fon, of thate which were (tiled Proſelyti,Fuſtitie, Proſelytes 
of Juſtice was conſtantly in uſe , and that lookt upon as 
a means of regeneration , and the Perſon ſo Proſelyted 

Vide bec eum 01 uw 12D 45 an Infant New born, as the T almmdiits fpeak 
ſequentibus a- in Gemarah Babylon, ad tit, Jabimoth, and was ſaid to be. 
pud Selden. De received mworn 1222 mn wnder the wings of the Drvine CMa- 
* Synedriis /.. 1. ; 
©-3. & de jure 17: FR” 
natureli, > Now inorder to their Admiſſion unto Baptiſme in thoſe 
gentium fecun+ that were adult, they were wont to adviſe them ſeveral rimes 
dum Hebreos of the weightineſſe of the bufineſle they went about , of the 
(.2.6.2-®* ©3- holineſſe 'of that people xo whom they delired to be joyned, 
of the- rewards promiſed to-. the, juſt, and the puniſhments 
' threatned to evil ducrs , and of an afterlife when this. was 
finiihed ; ' as-alſo of:the difficulty, of obſerving the Moſaick 
precepts, diligently enquiring.into the purppfe of the perſon; 
whether he-defired to enter this eſtate mov 2953 mare ont of 
love to their religion, and with a fincere heart; after this fol- 
lowed the parties profeſſion of the whole Jewiſh religion,and 
of his-aſſent to it in every partz and this was done before the 
p1 rv>, or the Triumyiri which were to take that prolen, 
| whic 


which if they judged fincere , the Party was admitted by 


"= big : Jow a een) 4 LS 


Circumciſion, Baptiſme, and Sacrifice , at leaſt by the two 

latter, into the rank and priviledges of am {ſraelite, If any 

had ſlipt in without this examination, or there were grounds 

to preſume that he had but diſſembled'in it, though the Rites 

of his Initiation were not repeated, no more then Baprtiſme | 
among Chriſtians, z yet was he no: publickly admitted, till z Se/denus abi 
by the ſentence of the Sanhedrims it appeared, that freely, /*Pra- 

and out of love he had given up himſelf to their Religion, & 


- .that willingly he embraced ir, Thus you ſee the care of the 


Synagogue in this particular, which was after Copied our, wt” as 
"A. By hs Chriftian Church, Tf we look upon the Canter Ae 
Scriptwreto omit other places of a like import, take bur that 74% oven 
of S, Peter, 1 Pet, 3.21. where Baptiſme is called, The mu, Giv, w) 
anſwer of a good conſcience towards God : the word imyampys T9 Glas _ 
fignifying as all Learned men doe agree, metonymically, Or ve ri us 
by Synecdoche, the anſwer, or rather the a Stipalation con- — 
ſiting of the [nterrogatories of Baptiſine, and the anſwer {.# M6: 
X X . . J14n7, Orat. 
returned - by him that is Baptized, undertaking.to believe, jg $oxftum 
and live like a Chriſtian, as Grotizs fully ſhews in his An- Bepriſme. 
notations, Grot. ; Annot. 
And then anſwerable unto theſe Patterns was the practice - = —_ 
ofthe Primitive Church afterwards, as appears by their care qjyjyy , oypr, 
about the Catechumeni, Theſe had a Þ Catechiſt allowed zpip. 24. 
them, for their inſtruction, beſides the affiſtance of that c Yid. Dienyſ. 
c Chriſtian friend which was.to bring them to the Biſhop, "Veopage bc- 


Neither came they to Baptiſme ns de rebus Fidei plane 1n- -- py = 


Frau, till they were inſtructed in all matters. of Faith, the ge&. 2. & 


niyſteries of the Lords Supper onely excepted ; nor were they cp. 7,8, I. 
Baptized iſs pot quam ea omma ſe credere juraſſent, till d Vide Albs- 


= had ſworn their belief of them, ſaith Albaſpinews 4d: go” = 
and as to their purpoſe of living, they ſolemnly ſwore to for- gjrenti« fol. 


ſake fin, ſo the ſame Authour, After this followed their >2-v- 289. 

myo, their ſolemn abrenuntiations of the Devil, and his © Pionyſ. 4 
Pomps, which were e thrice pronounced with their Faces to- 73; oy _ 
wards the Welt ; and then their no lefle ſolemn profeſſions ,,,.4;4 cop. 2. 
of their Faith, thrice made towards = Eaſt,which profeſſions Se. 6, 7. - 


were 
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IT Dionyſ. 4. were enticed itito's FRepifter, and Subſcribed, Unto which 

roy. 7 - were added in ap. 99. Yr ſcycrall Strutinzes ; and fo 
<A cad. in the fourth g Councill of Carthage, Can, 85, we read of | 
$:&. «5, a crebra Examinatio, an often Examination, which was to 
g Concil, Cay- $2 before Baptiſme, which Scrwtimes were about b their 
- hag. 4. Can. Faith, and Manners, and purpoſe of holy living ; and 
——_— 4, *heſe held publickly im Conſpets tori Eccleſia, in the light 
divinizoffe, Of the whole Church, as appears by S. Anguftine, lib. 2, de 
Cap. de Sub- Symbol. ad (atechumenos, In bricf, F 7 4. Chriſtianams , 
bao Senfo Chriftianumque vivendi genus, mores ſeſe amplexos, per. 
4 aſc oY ſequaturoſque jurabant antequans baptizarentsr ; foi Alba- 
abs ſopre, ſpinems. They ſware that they embraced and would ſtick to 
Fide & In- the Chriſtian Faith, would live and behave themetyes as 
ftin. Many Chriſtians ; and all this before they were baptized. So grear 
pe — a Care was taken by the Church then, for the ſecuring that 
ſub p -. profefſion we plead for, in thoſe which were of age. But now 
'___ ourcaſe being nſually ſuch, that our Children are Baptized 
when they are Infants, it hath been the wiſdome of our 
k Order of Chnrch to provide, 1, k That their Confirmation be deferred 
CEIEO till ehey come to years of diſcretion ; and 2, That then h- 
; ving learned what was promiſed in their behalf by their 
Smreties, they may with their own month, and their own 
conſent before the Church, ratifie, and confirm the ſame ; 
and alſo promiſe, that by the Grace of God, thay will ever- 
more endeavour themſelves faithfully to obſerve, and keep 
ſuch things, as they by their own mouth and confeſſion have 
aſſented to, And this is as much ( if duely performed ) as any 
in reaſon can demand for a Church-aſſuraxce, that men may 
be look'r upon as Believers, But that was not the onely qua- 

lification of theſe Samaritanes, they were 

1 Vide Belly, 2. Baptized, and what ever Wick/iffe in | Bellarmine is 
de confirmati- {aid to have affirmed, rigtly too, by S. Philip, Legitumum, 
one cap. to Fccleſraſticum Baptiſmum conſequats fuerunt, ſaith $S, 
,m Cypries.  m Cyprian, they had received lawfull Church-baptiſme + and 
Inbajanum. yet the Apoſtles which beſt underſtood the Orders, and 
wants of the Ehurch, iay hands on them : quod deerat a Pe- 


tro, Johanne fattum ct, ſaich the ſame Father, what was 
waning 


© wanting was ſupplyed by P 
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what? not to their Bapryſme ſure, that was granted before, 
_ to the Baptized, being capable of this Ordinance, ſome- 
thing was, 

And if any ſhall ask the Queſtion we meet with in ® Ex- 
ſebins, Emiſierns, or Encherius Lugdwunenſis ,, as ſome will 
have it, in his _ upon Pentecoſt, Ouid muhi pro- 
def poſt myſterium Baptiſmatis, miniſterium Confir- 
mantis , what profit ſhall I receive by the miniſtry of Con- 
firmation , having received the myſtery of Baprifme ? 
St, Cyprian will tell him: the :d quod deerat , what was 
wanting to theſe , namely wt oratione pro is habits & 
manu impoſita , 8c, That by prayer made for them, and 
laying on of hands upon them, the ApoFFes might invoke, 
and poure on them the Holy Ghoſt : and from thence we 


ox gone , 
at Baptized perſons may have yet further need of Con- 
Peony the miniſtry of the Holy Ghoſt unto them. 

In the former verſe we read, that the Holy Ghoſt had not 
fallen on any of them ; there was necd of a further Ordizance 
for that,which being performed,we preſently find in the Text, 
that they received him ; which brings me to the 

| Fift and laſt Particular, the Effe or Conſequent, of this 
hying on of the Apoſtles hands , in thoſe words, And they 
received the Holy Ghoſt, | 

True ſay ſome, we believe and acknowledge, that the Ce- 
remony was then very allowable, while the Holy Ghoſt was 
to be communicated, as here to theſe Samaritans, which 
was ina miraculous manrer ; to enable them to ſpeak with 
Tongues, to.Prophcſie, and thelike ; but alas, the gift is loft, 
and. ſo. the, Ceremony may be well left too ;; to this purpoſe 
Mr. o (alvmn, Inſtitut, 11h. 4. cap. 19.SecA. 6..in which 
Seftion, and that which follows, he inveighs againſt the Ce- 
remony, and the Adminiſtratours of it, t5 ſay no worfe,with 
more intemperance-then became the wiſedome of ſo Learned 
a.perſon, in.ſo grave a, watter, .__- . 


- 


« "= . q J ” ' ' T ” + 
For anſwer-whercunto, we'grant that it is true, that in 
D 2 thole 


eter and Jobs: wanting ? to 
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n Exſeb, E- 
miſſenus, ſroe- 
Eucherius 

Lugdunenſ. 
Homil. 1a 


Pentecolt. 


© Calvin. In- 
fit, I, 4. ©. 19. 
Se. 6, 7+ 


p Auguſtin, 
ar ig Fo 
Epiſto/, I 

j lib, 
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thioſe rites roiratuk5us gifts did corehonty follow the la 


of of the Apoſtles hands, but thixt was fot all ng 
theteby deſigned, hor ll that was meant by the Holy Ghoſt, 
nor perhaps was common to all that are ſaid to receye hitn, 
and in thoſe that were partakers of them : thoſe oifts were 
commonly bir the ſplendor atid effloreſctnuits, or as Letters 
teſtimnoniall of better to be ſure , of greater value and benefir 
ro the Receiver, though'thiey carried leſſe pomp and ſhew in 
the worlds eye, 

| There were more pitrpoſes of the effuſion of the Spirit 
then one ;-and he thit receives him to any of thoſe purpoſes, 
_ the chief, rhoiigh riot in ſonic Accidental , trayſfi- 
tory particular, may be as triily ſaid to receivs him as ariother 
which hath'that alſo. Indeed as Sc. Þ Auguſtine ſpeaks;thiofe: 
were figna tempor: opportuna, ſignes very uſefull for thoſe 


* times: 9eque temporalibus, + ſenſfibilibus miraculis atte- 


.qQ 4 =, 54 . : 
4 py 5.476 ftantibus per manus I mpoſitoriews modo dathr S piritns San- 
contre Donati-- FF us, ſicut antea dabatur ad conmendationtm rude fd} ; & 


fas c. 16, 


John 7, zo, 
39. 


Eceliſie ” comps rr dilatanda, the Holy Spirit now given 
by imp»fition of hands, is not accompanied with tetporall 
4nd ſenſible miracles as therr he was ; for the firft eſtabliſh. 
ing of the Faith , and the enlargement of the Church at its 
beginning : ſet invifbiliter, & ſatentsr intelligitur , buc 
yet ſecretly , and inviſibly,, Charity through the bori of 


- peace (as he ſpeaks ) is ſtill inſpired into mens hearts, ſo as 


they may ſay , that the love of God ts ſpread abroad invar 
hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given us : thits that holy 
Father, 

Indeed as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, T here are divgrfry of gifts, 
gratie gratis date, gifts tor edification ; and gratie gra: 
rum facientes, graces for ſanRification , but rhe ſame Spirit 
that worketh both, 1 Corin. 12, 11. And thife laſt \wete 
mainly had reſpe& to in this donation , as will —_ if 
we conſider, firſt the promiſe of Chrif —— e gift 
it ſelf ; ſecondly.the { haraers of the Rectivers of it, 

I, The promiſe of Chriſt , you have it Fobs 7. where in 
the 38, verſe he Ipeaks of ſame enſinent, but inward graci- 

ous 


: ons effeQs to be wxeug 


' Chr 


Confirmation Confirmed, 
ht upon, and in the hearts of Belie= 
yers, for that_is4ricant by theſe words, Out of his belly ſhall 
flewrroers of living waters, i, e, He thall have ſuch an a-, 
bundance of grace, that it ſhall break fotth into all manner 
of Chriſtian ations, and then ver, 39. the Evangeliſt telts 
us, that T his he ſpake of the Spirit, which they that believe 
in him ſhould receive, for as yet the Holy Ghoſt was not , 
(i.e. among them, or in them, in ſo powerfull a manner”) 
becauſe Jeſus was not yet glorified, Where you ſee, that 
anward grace was the main of Chriſts promiſe, and thart alſo 
to be fulfilled upon the deſcent of the Spirir, See S. Peter to 
the ſame purpoſe, As 2. 38. where he wiſheth his Hearers AR. 2. 33- 
to repent and believe, telling them they ſhonld receive the 
Holy Ghoft ; he gives the reaſon in the next verſe, for (ſaith 
he) the promeſe is to you and your children, and to all that 
are af ar off, even as many as the Lord your God ſhall call : 
which words imply, that the gift was to be permanent in the 
Church, the promiſe being, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be 
given toall which at any time ſhould be converted : this 
could not poſſibly be true, if meant onely of miraculous gifts, 
which, ir's plain, ſoon afrer ceaſed. 

2, The Charatters of thoſe which recerved the Holy 
Ghoſt ſceme to ſpeak no leſle, ſo «As 4. 31. The Chara- AR. 4 31+ 
er of thoſe that were filled with the Holy Ghoſt is, that 
they ſpeak, the word with boldneſſe, that is, courage, and ” 

/ 19m reſolutioni and ſo Atts 6. 3. Wiſedome ; and v, AR. 6. 3» 5+ 

5. Faith is made the Charatter of ſuch a one as had received 
the Holy Ghof#t ; and (o As 11. 24. it is ſaid of Barna- AR 11, 24+ 
bas, that he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghof#t, and © 
Faith, and then ("briſtian courage, Wiſedome, Faith, and 
the like, abide till I hope : and if the Spirit be givcn in cheſe, 
the main gift is not yet ceaſed, Hence S, r Auguitine ye- r Auguſtin. 
ry ſmartly asks the queſtion, #4 perv2rſo corde aliquis ve- Tre. 6. is 
trum, Is any of you of ſo perverſe an heart, as to deny that Fiſt". lob, 
theſe (ſpeaking of ſome on whom he had newly laid hands) 
have received the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe they have not the gift 
of ſpeaking mth Tongues : and afterwards he addes, S: vis 


noſſe 


hh 
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| ſe 9u94 accepiſts ws ſanttuwm, If thou wilt certainly 


know Whether chou haſt received the GhoRt, [mterroge 
cor tum, as; thy heart ; that will tell thee, wnleſce perhaps 


thoy haſt recerved Confirmation, and not the virtue of it : 


if thou find the love of the Brethren there, thou maye#t be 


' fre thon ha#t received the Holy Ghoſt : thus S. Auguſtine, 


So that'by the Holy Ghoſt, not onely the gift of mira- 
Cles, but the snternall graces of the Spirit are to be under- 
fthod, which being really the. greater, and chiefly intend- 
ed in the gift of . b Holy Gho# : if theſe ftiH continue in 
the Church, ſo may the means of their conveyance too , 


* though miracles be ceaſed, 


fEuſeb. Emiſ- 
ſexas Homil, 


t Hieronym. 


__ contre Lucifes 


| Fid y0!1., 


We know that Preaching at the firſt was attended with 
miraculous events, and fo was Excommunication , which 
had not onely influence upon 'the ſox, or the Church ſtate 
of 2 man, but an habeas corpus, for the body too, and ſo 
Faith was the great engine to work miracles in thoſe times, 
and we think theſe ought not to have vaniſhed out of the 
n—_ with the miracles which ſometimes accompanied 

N, e 

Yea, but may ſome further ſay with him in \ Enſthp xs E- 
nufſenns, If this be ſo , that Baptized perſons have yet need 
that the Spirit be given” to-themy quantum video non town 
de fonte ſuſcepimus, fi poſ# fontem adjeftione novi generts 
indigemus, « ſeems we have not received all we ought at the 
Font, if afterwards wee need-a ſupply of another kind; will 
not' this derogate from the honour and perfeCtion: of Ba» 
ptiſm ? is not the Holy Ghoſt then -received > ſhall wee em- 
pty the Font to fill the hands of the Brſhop ? 

F anſwer no, we doe not. ; Baptiſme'we allow as perfed&t.in 
is kind, and-as to the preſent 'condition of 'the Receiver, 
and if he die preſently, regenerario per ſe ſalnat, the Sacre- 
ment of regeneration is ſufficient, and death isa, kind of 
Confirmation to him who from thence forth fin no more.- 
We grant likewiſe, that the Holy Ghoſt accompanies it, as 
S. t Hierome' ſhewes contra Luciferiancs, and. the Fathers 
which are moſt for Confirmation ſill allzowe it, _ os 

ur 
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peceſſary fir their ſalvation, Nether make we Confirmaci- 
on of ſuch neceſſity, as if a man might not obtain the Spirit, 
and be ſaved niches it, where it cannot conveniently be 
had; which is all that S. u Hierome means by his un ad 
legis rieceſſitatem, not ſo much for any neceſſity of Law, as 
appears by his following words, though ſome draw ſtrange 
inferences from ir, And yet for all this, there is room fora 
weients in them which are reſeryed for age, and further con- 
flifts ; for a collation of farther grace by Confirmation, and 
yet it isthe ſame Spirit in both, but with divers effetFs , as 
Enſthins Emiſſenus ſpeaks, the Holy Ghoſt which deſcends 
with ſaving- influence upon the waters of Baptiſme, gives, 
fulneſſe of innocence at the Font, but in (' onfirmation he 
grves ftreugth and encreaſe of Grace ; in Baptiſme he rege- 
perates us to life, after B aptiſme he confirms us for the bat- 
tell, ad militiam fidei, for the warfare of Faith, as the Bo- 
bemians ſpeak in their Confeſſion, though ſome boggle ſo 
much at it ; which the ſame Father explains very appofitely. 
As a Commander (ſaith he) when he takes one into the num- 
ber of his Soldiers, doth not onely ſet his mark, or badge mpon 
him, but alſo furniſheth him with Arms for the Fight: 
ſo to him that is Baptized, the benediFion of Confirmation 
17 4 kind of Ammunition or Defence, We are Liſted in Ba- 
ptiſme, bur in Confirmation our old Artns are ſcoured up , 
and new are beſtowed upon us, and yet by the ſame Spiric 
ſilt, Which as he is given in diverfity of gifts, ſo ſometimes 
in different degrees of the ſame gift : the Apoſtles received 
him thrice ſaith Nazianz, wet low ol mr now pyrupeir, accord- 
mg tothe meaſure of their preſent capacity, and that ar three 


ſeverall times; before Chrifts Paſſion, after his Reſurretion, - 


and again after his Aſcent into Heaven : at the firſt time 
x *wvQs;, more obſcurely ; at the ſecond exmmlsgyr, more 
lruely and expreſſely ; at the third time vexadrige, more per- 
fettly then at the former, ſo Nazianzene, Orat. in Sint, 
PemtecoFfF, and we find their inward grace ftill encreafing , 
fo that thoſe which ſhrunk from Chriſt at his Paſſion, 

Math, 


Baptized have all things 


u Hieronyn. 
ibid. 

Ad hewrem 
potins Sacer- 
datis, quam ad 
legis neceſrita- 
tem, Alioqu* 
ſiad Epiſeopi 
tant um impre- 
cationem Spi- 
rieus Sante 
defluit lagen» 
fave Sita 
Viculis ant in 
Caſellis, ens 
in remotiori- 
bus locis per 
Preſvyteros &- 
Diaconos ba- 
ptixati ante 
dormierunt 


fog mooſe 


Naziany. in 
San. Pente- 
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HMatth, 25, 56. head the ſcattered members of his Church 
afrer his Reſurreion, but then -when Pextecoſs was come, 

- they Preach the word boldly, and undauncedly ; for then, as 
- y Leo Sermon. y Leo the Great in his ſeccnd Homily on that Feſtiyall | 
2.in Pentecoſt ipeaks, T hey received that ſtability of ſpirit, which ſhut out 
dicit Apoſte® all carnall fear, making them not to dread the fury of their 
_ angſt Perſecutonrs, ms filled (faith he) with a new abundance of 
illins ſpirieus he = Spirit, they began to will mare ardently, and were 
que omnem enabled to perform more powerfully ; their knowledge was 
formidinem now improved into a patient ſuffering of af] ons, fo that 
fores mitteres \1; being ſhaken with an co a ſurpaſung Faith 
CORD fs tanker foe ch d ri he world 
perſequentiums *P*J trampled under foot the waves and riſmngs of the world, 
now timeret, 4nd contermning death it ſelf, brought in the Goſpel of truth 
Quie Spiriew unto the Gentiles : thus Leo of them, 
Sant nevi. Andindeed if wecarefully look upon the Scripture, we 
pleti ardentins {Þall find an eminent gift of the Holy Ghoſt to be expeed 
velle, > effi- after our firſt Believing, even ſuch as ceaſed not with mira- 
eacius poſſe cles, ſo Gal. 4. 6. Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent forth 
vepernnt, pY0- rhe ſprrit of his Son into your hearts : firlt Sons, and then is 


[ooo the Spirit ſent, which yet in ſome kind they muſt haye be= 


emtia ad tole. fore; or elſe could not haye been Sons: and ſo Epheſ, 1.17. 
rentiam peſ- Tn whom after ye pom: | gar that) = were ſealed with 


ffuam, ut ſub rhe Holy Spirit of promiſe ; and of this the ſame Apoſtle, 
ye --j 2 (or. 1. 21,23. Now he that eftabliſheth us with you in 
Me ati Chriſt, and hath anminted us, is God, who hath alſo 
ſeculi, & Ble- ſealed us and given the earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts, 
rienes munds As there is preventing, and converting, lo there is an efta- 
= Jupergr * bliſhing, corroborating Grace, which is conceived to be 
—_ Os meant in thaſe places ; freſh ſupplies, new ſtrength, for ad- 
contempre 0- Vance, and perſeverance in holineſſe ; ſuchas make us not 
mmibus Genti= onely Plants, but Pillars in the Houſe of God, fixt, and 
bus Evengeli- moveable, ſuch as will make a man ſtand Ready upon a 
«mw inferrens. 1:11 w, calme in a tempeſt ; not onely to bear up, but to re 
Joyce in tribulations, paſſing through, not onely the baits 
and pleaſures of the world with ſcorn and contempt, but even 
diftreſſe, perſecution, famine, nakedneſſe, perill, ſwords, with 
the courage of More then 4 Congqueroxr, Rom, 8,35; 3% 
WIUC 


which js the 


Confirmation confirmed. 
intended and ſought for in Confirmation, 
and for which reaſcn it is alfo ſocalled. | 
The Father:,((airh judicious ® Hooker) every where imputs 
unto Confirmation the gift of grace of the Holy Ghoſt, not 
which maketh us Chriſtian men, but when we are made ſuch, 
afſifterh ns in all virtue , armeth us againſt all temyt ations 
and fin : and the ſame is the judgement of our Church, 
which ordereth,that Confirmation be adminiltred unto them 
that be- Baptized, that by impoſition of hands and prayer, they 
may receive ſtrength and defence againſt all remptations to 
fin, and 7 oy of the World and the Devil, And thus you 
ſee how Confirmarion- is no-prejudice ro Baptiſmc , but may 
prove a great adyantage to the Baptized, 

Yea, but will ſome further ſay, thoſe in the Text preſent- 
ly received the Holy Ghoſt , but are we ſure that:this Ordi. 
nance ſhall prove effeually confirming unto us ? ; 

I anſwer, you have a powerfull means to this purpoſe : $44 
gerdoral benedifFion (as® Flacine [lyricus in Glave Scripr, 
ſpeaks ) s wot 4 bare good Prayer , but as it were a Pledge, 
and teſtimony of Gods love ;. of ſpecial power and efficacy to 
oper leaven unto thoſe that are partakers of it, And then 

h the Spirit he not included in the ourward Ceremony, 
yet' that bemg' in fair appearance of Gods own appoint- 
ment , Þ hac S1gnorum'eſt ntilitas, & efficacia quod in illts 
Dem optr at ur, tamen anus manet gratie autor,This is the 
benefit and effeCt of Signs , that God works in them , and 
yer' there is but:one Authour of grace, God himſelf; thus 
Catvin, | 

2. Letme tell yov, that Ordinancesare duties , in which 
we muſt wait Gods pleaſure for the bleſſing : we leave not off 
to pray, becauſe we arc not-certain what wepray for (hall be 
preſently granted to us, 

3: I anſwer, if you come prepared as you ought, you may 

be ſure of a bleffing in ſome degree , otherwiſe the Excharif 

-a judgement to unmeet Receivers; Ownicgmd re- 

pre» wie thr ad modiem recipientss, it will be to thee ac- 
abediop oy Faith, - 


E And 
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0;  » Confirmatio ion Confirmed. #7" 7M 
. And thus I have at laſt paſt through the DoQtrinal part bf 
the Text , on which I ey taped the longer, as fearing left- 
under thegreat deſwetade of rhus Ocdinance , the truenotion 
of ir may have grown ſomewhat obſcure too, 

And now to deduce the ſeveral Uſes which would naturally 
flaw from the reviewall of the paſt particulars, it would be a 
rask perhaps to9 unimerciful for your (TI fear almoſt tired) pa. 
tience : and therefore I ſhall take a ſhorter courſe, andhaying 
proved to you the Right, & Catholick, uſe of this Ordinance, 
together wich the high ends, and aime of it.give me leave to - 
cloſe up all with a paſſionate Exhortation ; and requeſt to all 
thoſe, whodefire the good of this National Church,that they 
would endeayour their uttermoſt in carrying on this bleſſed 
means, of rctyiying the piety , and exeiwplary Lives of all ir's 
members, now God by reſtoring peace to us , hath opened ſo 
wide a door for its full cntrance : And here this Exhort ation 
might * 

4 Make its humble addreſs to the Diſpenſers of this Or- 
dinance, into whoſe hands God and the Church have par ir, 

And then if nced were, and it became my place and rank, 
in a matter of ſuch weight, to adviſe my Superiour, I could 
not doe it more pithily and ſuccinCtly , then in his own 
words ; that this miniſtration be carricd on Curate Anuga- 
fte,, Severe a due care taken as t9 the preparation for, a be* 
coming gravity , and facred ſolemnicy, withall circumſpe- 
Etion, and imparriality.in the adminiſtration of it. 

Bur blefled be God, we find all this done in ſo ApeFeolick, 
a manner, that as there is great cauſe of our joy and thank- 
fulnetſe;, ſo; there is lictle reaſon to importune him with our 
needlefſe conaſell and advice. GG oo 4 6 

.i Onely I wiſh,thax; this holy example may provoke all thac 
are any way concerned in this work , - to come on chearfully 
to the help. of the Loxd'in-ir, Here then my buſinefſe will 
mainly lie with thoſe of an inferiour rank. ; and | 
- wil. by. --— ot With you my Reverend. Brethren.of the- MTs 

"ond .0N Wham the care. for preparing Candidates fxthis Ordi- 
in loc, nance mainly lies : who are as ſo many 74 'Aguinwe, ow 
| whic 


Epiſtola pre- 
dies. 


which it _is conceived that' $, Pax/ alludes, 2 Cor, 11.2, 
Gwides, arid Tmtonrs in this bufinefſe : Whole take ir is 
to inſtruK them, ro-*endeavyour to winne their conſents tg 
Chriſt ; toinſpe&t their lives, and their ſufficiency,and meet. 
neſle for this Ordinance, and accordingly to give the Bi- 
ſhop information, 

The truth is, there will not eafily be any miſcarriages in 
this matter, bur it will lie at your doors, as arifing from your 
want of care, or faithfulneſle in this bufineſſe, In preparati- 
on for it (upon which notwith(tanding all the clamours riſe) 


you have as much liberty to a, as any godly ſober-minded 


man can wiſh for, There is nothing reſctyed from you, but 
the adminiſtration of ir, unto which as I have ſhewed, you 
have neither a capacity, nor juſt pretence : for which alſo the _ 
Order of the Church have, and I queſtion not the Piety of 
thoſe which are intruſted will ſo provide, that there ſhall be 
no ground of complaint on that aecount ; and then I hope , 
that thoſe a leaſt will not ſhrink from the burden, which 
have ſo ſtifly claimed, thet that and more helongs to them, 
My Brethren, queſtion not but many of you, in the 
midſt of our confufions, haye been heretofore the Lords Re- 
membrancers, carneſtly entreating him, to ariſe, and to have 
mercy wpon Sion, and to makg our Feruſalem the praiſe of 
the mhojegarth: and now Beloved, the Lord hath ar:ſen, 
and "ak appeared i» his glory, for the raifing of this poor 
Church'our of irs ruingg, and whoſoever fears the Lord, and 
is willing, may go up in his rank and place, to build the 
Houſe of the Lord : and in ſuch a time as this, ſhall we with- 
hold our hand, or diſcourage the Aaſter-burilders by our 
backwardnefle, or negligence, who haye rather reaſon to bleſs 
God, who hath reſeryed us to ſee this d ay, and hath honour- 


ed us withſuch an opportunity of being uſefull in ſogreata 


work ; and I beſeech you therefore in the Lord, let us faith- 


fully and rejoycingly ſet our hands and ſhoulders to it, 
Here then in order thercunto, giye me leaye to recommend 
ſome few duties to you, 1 — name them, 


I, Bo 


< 
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Prov. #7.23- x; Be diligent to know the foute of your flock, Provy 2.7% 

Rn” F . to find their wants, and weakneflcs, that. fo you may 
apply. ſeaſonable ſnecours,and ſuitable remedies unto them. 

x 2. As a.Keyto this; adde Perſonal confereuce; and pri-. 

IHE vate inftrufFion, We have many weak and fickly Parither, 

bo. and therefore you ouzht tobe, <br, to. walk your Cir- 

_ cuirs.in the Viſttation .of them z-not to think all your -buft- 

neſle lies in the Pulpit, bur to; be :nſtant in ſeaſon, out of. 

ſeaſon, exhorting with all long-ſuffering and doittrine,. Re- 

AR. 20. 20, member S., Paxl's exainple, Atts. 20, 20, he went about 

| from houſe. to houſe toteach them; arid if S, Paul who had 

the care. of all che Churches,held himſelf obliged r» this'dury, 

how much moze we, that-haye bur a ſmall Pariſh to look to ? 

q g And. then in the caxrying on this Inftru&tion, in eſpeciall 

inf Lai” rannerato workup their hearts and apprehenfions, to a'due 

eſteem & their Bapeiſmall- Vow, which is the Concradt for 

their: Chriſtianity, thar; when, they. come publickly to pro- 

feſle itz, their profeſſions may. be ſerious,. and-well grounded, 

3. Adjoyn to. this the publick uſe ofi Catechi/eng, thoſe 

Agron Xgues way Comuns >aileher,, Thoſe diſcourſes which 

areas Midwiosto bring in living members into the Church 

d Diowyſ. 4- of. Godgas. d Dionyſ. Areop.. calls the Catechiſme,. Eccleſ, 

ag. — Heerarch, — I. Thepany _—- more-need.of it, 

e 'Hie- nd -ibrightly-nianaged; may profit: more by. it ther ma 

_— PO ny of p wy ny hich os are therefore rhe _lefle bene. 

ficiallco- them, becauſe-cheſe grounds are wanting : whil't 

we. $0 to. build them up, the foundations ſhrink from under 

chem, as bevinginever been well laid, And here:the Church 

hath' excellently. provided a- Catechiſme, .ſo.full and-pitby; 

and- yer ſb plain and;'brief, as that I know not-what could 

have been betteriſuiced- ro the neceſſities and conceptions of 

cotnmon people; | TE . 

, 4. Dealtnily-and impartially in your [nformations, and 

Certificates ; give not Tickets to notorious Ignorance and 

Profanenefſe ; why ſhould you draw the bloud of others;on 

your, own heads, and withall betray the Churches Purity 

and Honour ? | 
5, Above 
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[ives: ow.can you cxpeR they ſhou eve thoſe Sh 


of the, power of which. they find lictle evidence in your ſel 
How ypfit,are they .to-hand- others to: the receiving of the 
Wwowhich ſcent poſleſt themſelyes of the impure one ? | FE 
An Uying. Abnilter will Preach, more Atheiſme by bis 2 
Life, thes; Chriſtianity by his Do&trine. But I hopeſuch 
ſcandals to the Church, will either be amended, or thoſe in 
Authority will confringere vaſa inuti/ia, beat out the bot- 
toms of thoſe uſeleſſe Veſſels, and ſer them afide. 
_ 2.) My-next Addrefſe will be to Maſters and Parents, who 
oy the Lawn, are to ſend the, Servants and Children to be 
>atechiſed by the (urate, that thereby they may be the bet- 
ter fitted for Confirmmteon ; and here I with we had no rea- 
ſon t> complain of tov much backwardnefſe in many ; it 
were well if chat Law had ſome quickening power put into 
it, to make it more effectuall, Bur then that's not all their 
duty, they ought alſoto be priyate Categhis: you have 
Abraham's example, for it, Geneſ. 18. If. I know him Gen. 18. 19: 
ſaith God) that FA will command his children and his houſ- 
id after him, that they ſhat! keep the way of the Lord: 
and it will become us, asto be followers of his faitk, ſo of his 
practice too. ; youhaye aclear conmand for it, Dext, 6, 7, Devut. 6, 7s 
My. 3d. Addrefſe will be to the Candidates for the Re- 
clopanger the benefit of this Ordinance ; that they endea- 
vaur after a. right preparation for it, 
_ I, By getting a ſound knowledge in the Principles of Re- + 
ligion | 
— By a ſerious Repentance of their former failings, 
\..3+ By: bringing wich them, ſerious, and enlarged deſires 
afcer grate.: Perite de Patre,petite de Domino, peculia, gra- 
tias, diſtributiones Chariſmatum $ubjiciente, petite & ac- 
cigier ts, ſaith © Tertull:an upon a like occaſion, at the latter e Tertall. de 
enchof hivBook de Bups:ſmo : Arky the Father, beg of the Be#ijma. 


Sou; For ſome ſpecial gifts and graves, \: who ts now ready to 
oh diffs bit ion ff them, ASkt; aut you" ſhalt ner 
your nawuthes wide, and they ſhall be filled, Ic will be 

-" 


x ww k: 
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F See D. lack. . lh Cz me =_ your defires ; arid © 
Jon ſpeaking fn let me adviſe you to walk WMerwards, #s thoſe that have ; 
: of Self deni- @2-8ed thermſelyes to God inthe ſolemneſt 'manner ; ſuch as 

al : Here ve pretended to take a ftock,'and earneſt for their work , 

(faith he) No- even the ſupplies. and earneſt of the ſprrit. And thus Þ have 

bs —_ inted at ſome of the main dutics in this buſineffe; Ye me 
' begin #0 balk, leave in thenext place, to give you ſome Aforrves, the more 
and no won= to [ngratiate them, and T ſhall ſet an end to this Diſcourſe, 
der, ſince few 3nd ſo releaſe your paticnce, Vn 
arecallestoe- © py, your encouragement then, let me tell you, thatthe car. 


+ x nh rying on of this work will be very ſeryiceable for the ad. 


of that which vancement, 1. Of the Purity and Piety, 2. Of the Peace 
others heve and Quiet, 3. Ofthe Foy and Comfort of the Church, and 


nag all crue Chriſtians, _ 

bs firſt ad. x. It will advance the Parity and Prety of our Church in 
miſzion .imzo its members, and that both in the rea/zzy, and alſo in the re= 
the bedroll of putation of it. 

Chriſtians. But Firſt, In thc Reality of it, and ſo 


yg I. In the kt ers of this BenediRtion » Wo are the Se. 
Vow were di. #81nary of the Church for the furure, x. The Ordinance it 


ſtinft'y and ſelf may be a means to convey ſtrengthening grace to them , 
fully unfolded, that's the ,dclign of it, 2., Theſe Novices being brought 
o ag Pe firſt to know, and then to own Chriſtianity, in ſo ſolemn a 
ret Fr. of manner, and with ſo ſolemn a | roms that by Gods help, 
good «v4 evil, they will faichfully endeayour to diſcharge that obligation in 
and all the ſe- eyery point, and: perſevere in it to their liyesend ; the grace 
veral branches c.. which, is begged by the Biſhop and the preſent Congre- 


Abe wow gation in their behalf, This reſolution and promiſe, before 
great care and 10 many Reverend Witneſſes, will in any reaſon hayea 


ſolemnity » as mighty impreſſion on the Receiver, and a ſtrong influence 
ofrew inculce. on, his ations for the future, as the Learned Dr, Hammond 
 tedar Moſes 1 eaks, in the view of the Direffory, Vid, Dr. f Jackſon, 


commanded the 

Lay ſhould be to the Iſraelites Childrew, and lafily the Vow it ſelf Confirmed, and Ratified, 

by our perſonal proteſtstion in the ſight of the Congregation, the fear at well of God, as ſhame 

before Mew, in whoſe we made Hobs ure redgper bind many of ws to more 

Chriſtian behaviour, then the beſt of us, «s Tn dare make foew of, as alſo reftrein 
it 
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us from many deadly enormities,which now «dmaniſhed of, we will not account avy figs, Thus 
epared to receive it, it would be over much i ty, to diſtruſt the (ory ull infuſion of 
inherent ſanflifying erace, at our ſolemmities confers ſon of Ioſilying 
2. It 


tion, &c, Dr. 


Faith, pag. 413, 414+ | 
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2, Tt will help to adyance the Prety of Miniſters in their 
Calling,dp.engaging them to a greater ſedulity and fairhful- 
neſſe in their work , and exemplarity in their conyerſatiofis, 
3. Ir will ſtirre up Parents and Maſters to a better diſ- 


- 


' Charge of their duty , in the inſtrufting their Chi/drex and 


Servants, When they ſee (as Mr, Calvin ſpeaks) that their 


_ negligence herein, will draw a pnblick, diſgrace upon them- 


ſelves, Inſtir, lib, 4, cap. 19. Sect, 13. 

4. It might help alſo to ſtirre vp Prety in the Ignorant 
and Prophane , by awakening their ſecurity, and ſhaming 
their barrenneſſe, whiles they ſee the proficiency of others, 
which are admitted, and themſelves ſhut our, from the parti- 
cipation of Gods Ordinances. 

And then as this would help to advance the Prety of the 
Church in the Reality, ſo 

2. In the Repatation of it, it would ſet a Crown upon the 
Churches head ; it would be lookt upon, asan 4ſſembly of 
the firſt-born , whoſe Names are enrolled in heaven , asa 
Corporation of Saintsand Men would flow in to the glory of 
it. And then, as this would make much for the adyance- 
ment of the Churches Pzery, both in the Reaity, and the Re- 
putation of it, So, | 

Secondly , It may ſerve wuch for the reſtoring and ſetling 
of the Churches Peace amongſt us ; it isa way admirably fir- 
tcd for it, as promiſing an irs, a reconciling Principle as 
may be : For, 

I. It would help much to ſettle our Dofrines, and 
ſo to remove , or keep out thoſe many Hereſies and 
Schiſmes , which have been the CMake-bates of late 
years amongſt us ; there would be more conſent in the Faith, 
men would not ſo eaſily be carried away with new-fangled o- 
pinions, whilſt this method of Admiſſion to the Communion, 
wonld be a method of Chriſtian Doftrine too,as & Calvin og In 
ſpeaks: there would be a common Standard for all, In parti- F9"'- — 
cular , it would Rop the mouthes of Azabaptits, which de- |, 4 ——_— 
cry Infant Baptiſme , as that which lets in perſons to the ſo. 
ciety of the Church , and the further priviledges of it, with- 

, out 


\ 
| 


ns ' Confirmation Recommended.  - 

out any perſonall engagenient unto Chriſt ; which engage- 
mgnt, they would ſce as formally and ſolemnly entted into at 
Confirmation, as they can pretend by any fancied merhods 
of their own, 
| 2, It would help to Sodder our affeftions, which have been 
of late years ſo diſjoyned , -_ unhappy Controverſies a- 
bout Chareh-memberſhip. This Ordinance would comply 
with all /ztereſts, would ſatisfic the any-wayes rational! pre- 
tenſions of all Parties, and ſo an end would be ſet to thacr 
otherwiſe irreconcileable difference , which hath ſo long di- 
ſtrated us, and in which men have groped for peace at 
Noon-day , the light of this Ordinance being ſufficient to 
have dire&ted them, had they not turned their Lacks upon ir. 
There would be no more need of the Apnabapriftick, Club, 
nor the Presbyterian Conſiftory, nor the Independents Cove- 
nant , nor the Eraftians Comncil-houſe , for the Stating 
Charch-members , whileſt thzy ſhould find their work done 
by better hands, and thoſe Commiſſionated thereunto by God 
and the Church, | | 

3, Ir would make much for the Order and Peace of our 
Communions ; Men would not repine at their Fellow Gueſts, 
whileſt they could not look on any of the Company , but as 
perſons engaged to the ſame Chriſt with themſelyes ; or if 
they forfeited their Standing, might haye them turn'd our of 
the Church, by the power of the Keys in Excommunication. 
And then 

4. This Ordinance, it is that muſt make a kindly way 
for that, and it will doe it with much ſweernefle and full con. 
viRtion, when men ſhall be dnugndzg,7:, condemned of their 
miſcarriages by their own profeſſions and engagements, 
and therefore . will have all the reaſon-in the world toſub- 
mit to. the cenſures . of che Church, The exerciſe of 
which Diſcipline , would be a great Fence to the Peace,, as 


- ' - well as the Purity of it, Brethren , we may ralk much 
+ + of the Peace of the Church , but if ever we mean to ſettle 


it, it muſt be upon the Principles , and according to the 
prudence of the Ancient Church of Chriſt, Were Cop. 
firmation , the ancient methods of Penitence , Excommu- 

nication 


, 0 i. AE nan bk 
mcation, and Communicatory Letters to ſtop the ſhifting of 
AIP ry 9 one Church to another, brought. 
in us, with.due caution, teverity, ſolemnity, and ac- 
tion , to the difference of the times, we might hope 
to ſee thoſe happy dayes again, which were —_ 
of —p—— andare now the — ſcarce the belief 
ofthe preſent age.. And then as thi way 30 Se 
rieans C wr. the Churches P:ety and Peace ; 
Thirdly, It would bea great helpunto it's Foy in all the 
Members of it, 

- T. Ir might miniſter much matter of Foy to the Reverend 
Fathers of ir, whil' they ſhould ſee by the preparations for 
this buſineſs, ſd grear a part of their work life ; whil't 
they ſhould ſee the Lambs of the Flock ht in to thena 

. in the Armesof the Miniſters ; and though themſelyes were 
ready to fink into the Grave,they might behold a Seed ſpring= 
ing A for Gods ſeryice and praiſe, and the Church like te 

ouriſh,” © - 

-! 3, It might cheer the hearts of inferiour Miniſters, whil't 


they ſaw the travell of their ſouls, and might come before 


God and ſay, Behold me and the children which thou haſt 
given me : it might give them great comfort and freedome of 
ſpiritin their Communions,whiP chey ſhould ſce the Table 
of the Lord, Like an heap of Wheat ſet about with Lillies, 
Cant, 7,2. 

3. To' the confirmed perſons it might miniſter 
great Joy, in conſideration of the happy eſtate whereinto 
they wereentred, h Tertall;an makes it a gon whether 
ſuch perſons might nor faſt, as our Saviour did, after the de- 
ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him, to which he anſwers, 
Quis bam r A mſi neceſuitas gandiz & gratulatio ſals- 
tzs? they might, were it not that a neceſſity of rejoycing lies 
upon rhem, to welcome that Salyation which is now brought 
_— —— he ſucceſle of 

4. It might be a comfort to Parents, to ſee t e 
their care, andto the Witneſſes, to ſee themſelves diſcharged 


of it, . 
F , 5, I 


h Tertull, de 
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ptzees, thar they might hots #lone ; a | 

them tifl*rhey came near to Fern ale , and Ver 
elong their way finging, verſ> 1.of the 123, Fſabw: when 
they came nigh to-Feraſalems, the Goyernours and Captains 
wenr out ro-meer them,and being entred the Gates, they ſang 
the 2. ver. of that Pſalm; the Artificers of Feruſalrm ſalu- 
rect them ; they went through'the City with a Pipe Rtriking 
up before thew, tilf they came near t5 the mount of the Houſe 
of the Lord, when, taking every man his: Basker upon his 
ſhonlder, they fang Pſales 1 50. and ſo continued finging till 
they cane to the Comre-yard, where they were received 


j- Vide Ainſw, by. the Levires ſinging the 30, Pſalms, thus i Maimonides 
i» Deut,26.2, andthe Babylonih Tatmad, in the tith Bicewrine, * It 


If. 44. 33 
4, 5+ 


ſcerys it was'a time of exceeding great joy, unto which there- 
fore the Prophet Iſaiah is conceived to allude, cap. 30. 29. 
Now if the bringing up of the Firſt-fruits of their $ 
were, fa joyfull a ſolemnity, how much more ſhould 'it- be, 
when'the fruit of ohr Bodies, the Firſts-fruits of the Church, 
are brought before the Lord > one would think it ſhould pur 
the whole Countrey into a Proceffion with, and holy Con. 
orazulation to them, with praiſes unto God for them, What a 
Joy ſhould it be ro all char truly fear God, to ſee that Goſpel. 


Prophefie , Tfa. 44. 3, 4, 5. fulfilled before their eyes, 


Whese it is ſaid, I will powr water upon him that is thirſty, 
and floods wpon tht dyie ground + I wilt pour my ſpirit _ 
thy feed, and my. bleſſing upon thine off-ſpring : And they 
ſh41 ſpring up 38 among the grafſe : as wittows by the water=- 


by the | nan 'of Facob + and apother ſhall ſnbſeribe 


ble One ſhall ſay, [ am the Lords: and'another ſhall call 
ine pe '0) 
WE 


and unto the Lord, and ffrnamt himſelf by the 
name of Iſrael... N Y 
of Finally,. 


FS w » 


+ Finally, By thi#fmcans Godwilt be fieh, and 
> then he alſo will rejoyce inus, and ovgr us, to ag, ma" 
'" © $0 OTB we ——_ well. 
ing with us, wee need not fear a De/uge: where the Spirit is, 

., there is liberty, and ſafety, and joy, and peace, which paſ- 

© feth all underſtanding, which God of his infinite mercy 
wa grant unto us all, for the merits of his dear Son , To whom 
' miththe Father and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed and ren- 
dred, all Honoxr, Praiſe, and Glory, for ever, and ever, 
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